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OUR FAITH. 
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The campaign to bring peace, reduce poverty,  
and eliminate injustice.
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Photo: Students from the sixth grade class 
at their school in the Jaramana area in Sub 
Damascus, Syria. MCC helps with the cost 
of tuition. (Photo courtesy of MECC)

VeithM_MCC_Canada_CentennialAppeal_Jacket+Pocket_Draft2.indd   4-5 2019-04-24   12:21 PM



Photo Cover: Jawad Mohammad, along with the other students shown, attends Bassa primary school, which is part of the Green Schools program. 
MCC partner Madaba for Supporting Development (MSD) runs the program to improve access to water and encourage water conservation at schools 
in the Madaba governorate of Jordan. (MCC photo/Meghan Mast)

Photo Opposite: David Ouédraogo volunteers to distribute cases of canned meat in Noaka, Burkina Faso, through MCC's health partner FOSPDC. 
(MCC Photo/James Souder)

For some, peace is a wish. 
For MCC, peace is a  
call to action.
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For 100 years, we’ve worked to bring hope and healing to those displaced by 
conflict or disaster. Starting with refugees and families affected by war and famine 
in southern Russia, Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) now works all over the 
world.

And we’re needed now more than ever before.

Today, there are more people displaced from their 
homes by drought, conflict, flooding and other 
disasters than ever before in our history. They number 
in the tens of millions. In fact, the number of displaced 
people is about twice the population of Canada.

This crisis requires bold action, and that’s where you come into the story.

Together, we must build on our heritage, gain strength from our accomplishments, 
and make action our rallying cry. We’ve done it before and we’ll do it again. 
Rather than a gift for our 100th birthday, let’s give a gift to our global neighbours.

Join us as we bring peace, dignity and hope to those who need it most.

Photo Opposite: Munyaradzi Malvin Mangoro, his wife Maria Mushaninga Mangoro and one of their daughters, Kaylyn Mangoro, are refugees living in 
Pietermaritzburg, South Africa. They are being assisted by MCC. (MCC photo/Matthew Sawatzky)

OUR FAITH. OUR FUTURE.
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Our  
Shared Past

VeithM_MCC_Canada_CentennialAppeal_Draft4.indd   4 2019-04-24   2:18 PM



Photo: Mennonite Central Committee Photograph Collection

For 100 years, the stories have been passed down through the generations that 
came before us. Stories of disease and famine. Of pain and hunger. It was the early 
1920s, and the people of southern Russia were bearing the consequences of years 
of war and unrest.

Many turned their backs on this place that was so far away and so unfamiliar. 

But not us. Never us. 

Here in Canada and the United States, the Mennonite community turned toward 
the suffering and we knew we needed to do something to help.

We came together and Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) was born.

Congregations gathered food, clothing and money. A team of relief workers was 
sent to Russia to work with local people to distribute goods and begin MCC’s 
development work. Tractors and seeds soon followed so that long-term stability 
could begin.

It wasn’t long before 25,000 people a day were being fed around the tables of 140 
soup kitchens in what is now Ukraine. At the same time, thousands more were 
getting the help they needed to immigrate to Canada.

Who were these people? They were our grandparents, our great-uncles and aunts, 
our fellow humans brought together through faith, compassion and peace.

Their story is our story, and it will be the story of those who come after us.

VeithM_MCC_Canada_CentennialAppeal_Draft4.indd   5 2019-04-24   2:18 PM



Providing Hope 
to the Displaced

OUR FAITH. OUR FUTURE.
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Once among the richest countries in South America, the majority of Venezuelans 
currently live in extreme poverty. Food is scarce. Jobs are non-existent. 
Neighbourhoods have become unsafe. Millions have fled their homes, sometimes 
with nothing more than the clothes on their backs.

Carmen Sánchez is just one of those millions. Along with her husband and three 
children, Carmen travelled thousands of kilometres from her home in Venezuela to 
Quito, Ecuador, where she hoped to find safety and stability.

But because of their nationality, she and her husband have been unable to find 
jobs. Without money, food is hard to come by and their diet is poor. So poor that 
Carmen was having trouble producing enough milk to nurse her four-month-old 
baby.

Fortunately for Carmen, the Quito Mennonite Church, an MCC partner, is there 
for her and her family. She’s been able to access food, medical support, hygiene 
items, blankets and cooking items. Even her dream of starting a small business 
is coming true with the help of start-up funds from the church. Soon her two 
older girls will start school and the family will be back on its feet, with the future 
looking much brighter than they ever imagined.

By the end of the year, the UN has predicted that more than five million 
Venezuelans will be displaced, rivaling the number of refugees from the crisis in 
Syria. But the Quito Mennonite Church is determined to expand their ministry to 
meet the needs of people arriving not only from Venezuela, but from Colombia and 
other parts of the world.

Photo: A child (name not used for security reasons) 
participates in a kindergarten class for Syrian refugees 
and Palestinian refugees run by an MCC partner in 
Beirut, Lebanon. (MCC photo/Matthew Sawatzky)

“Thanks to you, things are changing. We didn’t even have a 
place to cook, only a pot that someone had given us. But thanks 
be to God, you have helped us.”

Carmen Sánchez 
Displaced Venezuelan, Mother, Future Entrepreneur
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From Generation 
to Generation

OUR FAITH. OUR FUTURE.
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“As I’ve gotten older, I’ve recognized the role that MCC 
has had in my life and in my heritage. The work they do 
remains as significant and important today as it was for my 
grandfather when he first landed on these shores as a refugee 
all those years ago. There are so many needs in the world, 
and we can’t sit around and do nothing. That’s why I give.”

Carlee Redekop 
Third Generation Canadian, Donor, Doer

Like all children, Carlee Redekop and her siblings loved listening to stories when 
they were growing up. They particularly loved gathering around their grandfather, 
Jake, as he shared what it was like to grow up. As they grew older and could better 
understand, they learned that their beloved Opa had been forced to flee Ukraine 
during the Second World War. 

It was a long and difficult journey but the family eventually made their way to 
Holland where they were introduced to the work of MCC. Four years after they 
fled the only home they’d ever known, the family was on a boat headed to Canada. 

“I remember him talking about the boat… about nearing Canada, and his 
mother just started crying and saying, ‘Finally, someone wants us.’”  
– Carlee Redekop

But Carlee’s Opa also shared stories of giving and accepting. Even if they had 
nothing, there was always a way to help a fellow human.

That’s a lesson that was passed down to Carlee’s father, then to her and her 
siblings. And it will be passed down to the generations to come. 

Photo: Maryana Lagoda is an internally displaced 
person from Donetsk area in Ukraine. She and her son 
Sasha, 8 months old, receive humanitarian assistance 
from an MCC partner in Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine. (MCC 
Photo/Colin Vandenberg)
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Our Shared 
Values

OUR FAITH. OUR FUTURE.
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The task before us may seem overwhelming, but as Mother Teresa so wisely said, 
“If  I think of  the mass, I will never act. If  I think of  the one, I will.”

If we move outside of ourselves and share God’s love and compassion for all, we 
realize that we can change the world one small action at a time.

And, imagine, all those actions put together? That’s where the power of faith and 
determination begins to have a big impact.

But some things won’t change. Our priorities have been, and will continue to be, 
disaster relief, sustainable community development, justice and peacebuilding. 
And we’ll have an impact by walking alongside our partners and the church in 
addressing poverty, oppression and injustice.

Together, we’ll build bridges and capacity.

Photo: Agnes Ntumba (not visible) and her family share 
a pot of beans that Ntumba made from supplies that 
were part of an MCC food distribution in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo. (MCC photo/Mulanda Jimmy Juma)
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We start here, we start now.
Have you ever wished for world peace as you blew out the candles on your  
birthday cake?

Well, it’s MCC’s 100th birthday and we have more than just a wish in mind.

Ecuador
Imagine fleeing conflict and 
arriving in a country that’s 
unfamiliar and unknown. 
It can be physically and 
emotionally exhausting 
to adjust. Ecuador, a 
relatively safe and conflict-
free country, is seeing an 
influx of people from less 
stable countries, such as 
Colombia. MCC will help 
newly arrived parents and 
children adjust to their new 
home by providing supplies 
and by helping them start 
small businesses.

Syria
Canadians have done so 
much to help the people of 
Syria but there are still many 
who remain locked inside 
their homes, listening as 
bombs explode outside their 
doors. War has debilitated 
the country and displaced 
millions. It’s time for families 
—especially children— to 
make a new start. Together, 
we will stand alongside them 
to rebuild homes, develop 
job opportunities and create 
spaces for learning.

Photo left: School-aged children pump water from a borehole funded by MCC at Kobitey camp in Chad. (MCC photo/Mark Tymm)

Photo centre: The Rev. Ibrahim Nseir, pastor of the National Presbyterian Church of Aleppo in Syria, stands at the site where his church once stood. 
(MCC photo/Emily Loewen)

Photo right: MCC service worker Kiernan Wright helps a refugee family pack the stove they received through the Quito Mennonite Church. Names not 
used for their security. (MCC photo/Karina Brandt)

Photo opposite left: Yani Ndjondo (back left), a coordinator for Catholic Relief and Development (SECADEV), and MCC staff Moltong Lagardy (back 
right) are welcomed by school children at Danamadja returnee camp in Chad. MCC partners with SECADEV on multiple water, sanitation and hygiene 
projects for Chadians returning from Central African Republic. (MCC photo/Mark Tymm)

Let us tell 
you about 
some of 
our special 
centennial 
projects.
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Chad
Over the past several 
years, targeted conflict 
and violence have affected 
people of Chadian 
descent in Central African 
Republic. These families 
have been forced to flee 
to Chad. Thousands live 
in returnee camps with 
limited resources. MCC 
is working to improve 
access to drinking water 
and sanitation facilities, 
provide hygiene and 
water treatment items, 
support household waste 
management, and build 
awareness of safe hygiene 
practices in three camps.

The Democratic 
Republic of the 
Congo
The violence and death 
that many Congolese have 
witnessed is unfathomable: 
millions of people have 
been displaced from their 
homes after decades of 
conflict. Conflict and chronic 
political insecurity have also 
significantly affected food 
security. MCC will focus on 
gifts of food, tarps, seeds, 
tools, medical care and 
school supplies… all small 
reminders that these families 
aren’t forgotten.

Canada
There’s work to be done 
here at home, too. Did 
you know that MCC was 
the very first non-profit to 
sign an agreement with the 
government to allow for 
the private sponsorship of 
refugees? That was 40 years 
and 12,500 resettlements 
ago. But it isn’t enough. 
Join us as we increase our 
support for sponsorship 
groups who are helping 
refugees resettle in Canada.  

Photo centre: The Rev. Jean Felix Cimbalanga addresses displaced people in the Kabwala area of DR Congo. They received a three-month supply of flour, 
beans, oil and salt, provided by MCC and numerous global Anabaptist organizations. (MCC photo/Mulanda Jimmy Juma)

Photo right: Four-year-old Raghad Riad Al Hamoud, Elaine Hofer and Najwa Hussein Al Mohamad. Elaine Hofer is a member of Green Acres Hutterite 
Colony, near Wawanesa, Manitoba. The colony worked with MCC Canada to sponsor a family from Syria. (Photo courtesy of Loreina Hofer)

Together, with you, we want to blow the flame forward and 
ignite change. Turning a wish into action will be our birthday 
gift to the world.

For every year of  our existence, we will assist 3,000 men, women 
and children to help them establish their own new roots.

That’s 300,000 displaced people, all of whom are in urgent need. 
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Igniting a 
Spark of Hope

Photo: Ngalula Ilunga (MCC photo)

Ngalula Ilunga, a young mother in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, stands up 
straight, telling her story without emotion or 
inflection. As she talks, she holds out her arm, 
tracking the deep scars left by the machete that 
was used to attack her. She turns her elegant 
head to one side, tracing another scar on her 
neck.

One morning, a few years ago, violence erupted 
in Ngalula’s small village. The local militia had 
come into conflict with the national security 
forces. Ngalula remembers everyone running 
off in different directions. She headed to the 
bush, chased by a group of young men.

Ngalula woke up hours later. She was on the 
ground and had been attacked by the men 
using machetes. She realized her husband and 
three of her six children were missing. She 
never saw them again.

Ngalula’s wounds go beyond the physical. The 
trauma runs deep.

Today, she is one of millions of people who 
are living day-by-day, unsure where their next 
meal will come from. But there’s a spark of 
determination in Ngalula’s eyes. She hasn’t 
given up quite yet. She’s determined to create 
a better future for her remaining children: 
one of clean clothes, healthy food and a good 
education.

With your support, MCC will be there for 
Ngalula and her children.

OUR FAITH. OUR FUTURE.
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Education  
Means Possibility

Photo: Nisrine’s daughters, Razane Issa (8), Nihal Issa (4), 
and Riham Issa (6) in Beirut, Lebanon. (MCC photo/Matthew 
Sawatzky)

Like most mothers, Nisrine Issa had big dreams 
for her daughters. They would go to school, 
study hard, and a world of opportunity would 
be open to them. Whatever they wanted to be, 
they could be.

But that was before.

Before the bombs started hitting Nisrine’s 
village near Aleppo, Syria. Before the streets 
became a place of death. Before the electricity 
and hot water went away.

By the time Nisrine and her family made it to 
Lebanon, her hopes for her girls were much 
more basic: something to make them forget 
what they’d witnessed in Syria.

She began to dream of a space where her girls 
could put the sounds of war behind them 
and begin to overcome the fear that surfaced 
whenever they heard a plane overhead or 
needed to leave their home… even just to go to 
school.

Nisrine’s girls need far more than an education 
in reading and writing. They need to learn how 
to move beyond the horrors they’ve seen. They 
need stability and routine and an end to their 
daily chaos.

With your support, MCC will be there for 
Nisrine and her daughters.
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It's time for ACTION.
Where did you come from? For most of us, our heritage can be 
traced back to countries far away, communities we’ve never seen. But 
somehow, at some point in time, our ancestors left what was familiar 
and made a difficult journey. 

Whether they fled conflict or disaster, alone or with loved ones, they 
ended up here in Canada. A land of incredible natural beauty, security 
and safety. For that we are grateful.

Now, look ahead. Look toward those who are today fleeing conflict or 
disaster. It’s up to us to come together so that their basic needs 
—safety and security, food and shelter—are met.

It’s time we walk together.

Join us in our campaign of  faith and future. 

Help us reach 300,000 of  the world’s most vulnerable 
people.

Help us raise the $10 million it will take to change 
each and every one of  their lives.

OUR FAITH. OUR FUTURE.
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Photo: Students from the sixth grade class 
at their school in the Jaramana area in Sub 
Damascus, Syria. MCC helps with the cost 
of tuition. (Photo courtesy of MECC)
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